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Death the Rival of Christ. 
When the Fathers, in the absence of the 
baptizing power of the Spirit, substituted lite- 


8. R. 








ral death asthe goal of perfection, instead of 


that death that comes by baptism into the death 
of Christ, they originated an error which in its 
evil fruits, multifurm as they have been, and 
perpetuated through succeeding ages, was only 
second to their delusion about the Coming of 
Christ. In the primitive church, death was 
not the portal of heaven, nor the epoch of re- 
3elievers’? conversa- 
They had come 


demption in any sense. 
tion was already in heaven. 
to Mount Zion, the city of the living God ; and 
what remained to be attained of the state of 
glory, was looked for at the coming of Christ 
in the clouds of heaven with all his holy angels 
—which they expected in that generation. At 
that time they which were alive should not pre- 
vent them which were asleep, but both together 
should be caught up into the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and so be ever with the 
Lord. Deathdidnot divide between earth and 
heaven. The Second Coming was a point of 
interest both to the living and the dead, as 
the hour of their full redemption; but no such 
interest was attached to death. In the pro- 
gress of error, however, many of those passa- 
ges which referred originally to the Coming of 
Christ, have been transferred to the event of 
death, as it comes to one after another of the 
human race; and in effect death receives the 
glory which should wreath the brow of Christ. 
Orthodox and Universalists agree in expect- 
ing deliverance from sim at death. If we say 
to them, ‘ Without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord,’ they answer, We expect to be 
made holy when we die. But how? Will 
they say that the body makes us sinful, and 
the circumstances of temptation which surround 
us in this world? What giory then will Christ 
deserve for saving us, after death has laid the 
body low and removee the occasions of sin? 
But if he can save us from sin in the body, as 
we believe, death has no thanks. Christ pray- 
ed that the will of God might be done on earti 
as in heaven; and for his disciples, not that 
they shouid be taken out of the world, but 
kept from the evil that is in the world. So 
far from makiug death his co-worker, he came 
to destroy it ; and its final destiny is the lake 
of fire, with all that God hates. 

The incongruities which cannot bat be ob- 
served in the practice of those who hold this 
doctrine, are numerous and palpable. The 
great burden of orthodox preaching, is—* Pre- 
pare for death.’ I seareely ever heard a ser- 
mon but the driftof it was the necessity of 
being prepared for death. The natural infer- 
ence would be that death sent all men as it 
found them into the presence of God ; but we 
have seen that this is not their doctrine con- 
cerning one class of sinners. Again the relue- 
tance with which death is met by professed 
Christians, is very incongruous with the belief 
that death terminates this state of sin and evil. 
Physiological reforms, whose object is human 
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We rely on the free gifts of 


longevity, and whose doctrine is, that the 
preservation of life is almost the only duty of 
man, have arisen among people who hold that 
death is the only deliverance from sin. If it 
is true that the primitive believers undertstood 
in all those passages which speak of the Com- 
ing of Christ, what is now understood, viz., 
the summons of death, it is certain they wai- 
ted for it, as they that wait for the morning: 
—‘Ye have need of patience, &c., for he 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry.’ 
‘Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord;’ ‘ Stablish your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.’— 
‘Ye come behind in no gift, waiting for the 
coming of the Lord.’ &ce. &e.—[Reprint. 





Completeness of the Gospel. 

In contemplating the gospel, (defined by 
Paul as ‘the power of God and the wisdom of 
God,’) we are impressed most of all with its 
completeness and universality. Unlike other 
systems, it relates to all departments of life, 
includes in itself all truth, and is unlimited in 
All the longings of our 
Believers in the 


its scope and power. 
nature are here satisfied. 
gospel need never go abroad into anti-gospel 
philosophies for any good thing. Here is hap- 
piness forevermore—goodness unsearchable— 
wisdom ‘ past finding out,’ and we are invited 
to drink freely at this foun‘ain. ‘ The Spirit 
and the bride say, Come: and let him that 
heareth say, Come: and let him that is athirst 
come: and whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely.’ 

The churches of the present day seem to us 
much less deserving of criticism for their mis- 
representation of the character of the gospel, 
than for belittling it. They make it a feminine 
affair, which relates toa part of our nature, 
and is therefore ouly deserving of a correspond- 
ing share of our attention. It may be atten- 
ded to on stated occasions, but it must not in- 
terfere with the general business of life. Now 
Christ came telling men to love the Lord their 
God with all the heart, and all the soul, and 
all the mind, and all the strength. And if the 
whole nature—i. e., the heart, soul, mind and 
strength-—was called into the service of the 
gospel by Christ, he of course satisfied every 
part of human nature through the gospel. To 
demand thus of his servants their continual 
and uninterrupted service, and not supply their 
needs, would be like Pharaoh’s commanding 
the children of Israel to make bricks without 
straw. According to most modern theologies, 
in order to be consistent and rational, Christ 
should have done one of these two things: ei- 
ther have required the service of only a part of 
human nature--—say, for instance, the soul—or, 
if he required the complete service of human 
nature, he should have limited the time; and 
thus have afforded people sufficient leisure to 
look after business matters, the com“orts of 
life, polities, health, &. &e. But nowhere in 
the New Testament do we find any such com- 
promise. Manifestly, divided attention and 
half-heartedness does not please Christ. He tells 
all that desire to be his disciples, that the first 
step of this. discipleship is, to forsake all and 
follow him ; and for the remainder of their 
course he furnishes them with this general pro- 
gramme: ‘ Take no thought, saying, What 
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? [and we 
may add—or, Where shall we get wisdom, 
or love, or happiness, or health, &e.?] But 
seek ye first th: kingdom of God, ond his right- 
cousness, AND ALL THESE THINGS SUALL BE 
ADDED UNTO You.” 

Christ was not unreasonable in thus requir- 
ing of his disciples the unlimited service of 





plied all their wants better than they could oth- 
erwise be supplied.—We annex a few passages, 
showing the greatness of the gospel of Christ, 
and of the inheritance of the saints : 

‘In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace: wherein he hath abounded 
toward us in all wisdom and prudence.” 
‘That ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what is the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints: and what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of bis mighty 
power.’ ‘That ye may be able to comprehend 
with all saints, what is the length and breadth, 
and depth, and height ; and to know the love 
of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fullness of God.’— 
‘fle is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.? ‘In whom are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.’ 
‘ Ye are complete in him, who is the head of 
all principality and power.’ ‘ All things are 
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the world, or life, or death; - - all are 
yours ; and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.’ 

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, of which 
we are made partakers by faith! Is it not wor- 
thy of our whole attention? Why should we 
seek wealth elsewhere, when Christ invites us 
to partake of the exceeding riches of his grace ? 
Why seek wisdom independent of religion, 
when we are invited to drink of the fountain 
of ‘all wisdom and knowledge’ in Christ ? Why 
look to worldly physicians for health, when 
Christ is able to make us whole in both body 
and soul? Why have our interest absorbed in 
the party politics of this world, when the great 
King of kings is our Ruler and Savior? w. 





Special and General Providence. 

The special providence of God springs from 
his general providence ; hence the way for us to 
attract it, is, to abandon our private interest 
and devote ourselves to the same work which 
he is engaged in. To illustrate—If God has 
a general care for this nation, any individual 
who will dedicate himself’ to the good of the na- 
tion, will of course secure particular care from 
God, as beinga valuable instrument for his pur- 
poses; while the person who attends only to his 
private business, will only come under his gen- 
eral care. Or, to vary the illustration,—Our 
government sends a person to another country 
as foreign minister, with a given salary. An- 
other goes to the same country on business of 
his own. Would it be just or reasonable for 
| the latter individual to claim-a salary from- our 
government, equal to the first? Certainly not. 
He has the general protection of the govern- 
ment, as an American citizen; but its special 
care is reserved for its agent, who is at work 
for it. 

God is doing the best that can be done for 
ali mankind—his providence extends over all 
things. While this providence is omnipresent, 
embracing the highest and most important in- 
terests in the universe, the smallest object re- 
ceives its quota of attention, and not eyen a 
sparrow falls to the ground without his notice. 

Being engaged then im the: general care of 
mankind, God will prosper particularly the in- 
dividual that will forsake his own interest, and 
connect himself with this great public work ; 
for by favoring this person, he is rendering him 
more efficient, and better able to aid him in his 
work. Here chimes in beautifully the promise 
—‘‘ Seek first the kingdom of heaven, and its 
righteousness, and all these things shall be ad- 
ded unto you.” Asif Christ had said, First 
renounce private interests, and attach yourself 
to the cause in which God is engaged, and co- 
operate with him in his general plans, and he 
will give you special blessings to ac unlimited 








extent. 





their natures ; because he presented to them a 


It is clear that whenever God should find a 


gospel which both saved their souls, and sup- | being exactly adapted to his purpose,——one who 


was in full sympathy with him on every point, 
who would devote himself to the public good, 
he would elevate him above all others. Such 
an one is Christ. He gave his life a ransom 
for many; and God In return, has exalted him 
‘far above all principalities and powers.’ He 
has a spirit precisely adapted to save mankind ; 
and it will be the salvation of the world, to have 
him lifted up where allshall see him. The spe- 
cial providence of God attended him through 
his earthly course, in a very marked manner. 
Every day in his history teemed with fresh 
manifestations of divine power; and his life was 
one of thrilling interest. 

Yet this doctrine of special providence is 
not well received, as a general thing. People 
do not like to conceive of certain individuals, 
as subjects of God’s special attention—it looks 
too much like partiality. But the way is 
open to all. There are certain requisitions, to 
be sure; but those complied with, one person 
may become a subject of special providence as 
well as another. The truth is, special provi- 
dences, instead of being tokens of partiality, 
are simply indications of God’s good faith in 
carrying out his general providences; and the 
same providence that gives all men rain and 
sunshine, will give a// things to one who sceks 
first the kingdom of heaven and its righteous- 
ness. c. 





Progress.. 


Before the year 1800, there was not a 
single steamboat in existence, and the ap- 
plication of steam to machinery was unknown. 
Fulton launched the first steamboat in 1807. 
Now there are three thousand steamboats trav- 
ersing the waters of America, and the time 
saved in travel is equal to 70 per cent. The 
rivers of every country in the world nearly, 
are traversed by steamboats. In 1800 there 
was not a single railroad in the world. In the 
United States alone, there are now 8,797 miles 
of railroad, costing two hundred and thirty-six 
millions of dollars to build, and about twenty 
two thousand miles of railroad in England and 
America! The locomotive will now travel in 
as many hours, a distance which in 1800 re- 
quired as many days to accomplish. In 1800 
it took weeks to convey intelligence between 
Philadelphia and New Orleans ; now it can be 
accomplished in minutes, through the electric 
telegraph, which only had its beginning in 
1843. Voltaism was discovered in March, 
1800; the electro magnet in 1821. _Eleetro- 
typing was discovered only a few years ago.— 
Hoe’s printing press, capable of printing ten 
thousand copies an hour, is a very recent dis- 
covery. Gas light was unknown in 1800; now 
nearly every city and toxen of any pretence are 
lighted with it, andi we have the announcement 
of a still greater discovery, by which light, 
heat, and motive power may be produced from 
water, with scarsely any cost. Daguerre com- 
municated to the world his beautiful invention 
in 1839. Gun cotton and chloroform are dis- 
coveries but of a few years old. Astronomy 
has added a-number of new planets to the so- 
lar system. Agricultural chemistry has en- 
larged the domain of knowledge in that impor- 
tant branch of' scientific research, and mechan- 
ics have increased the facilities for production, 
and the means of accomplishing an amount of 
labor which far transcends the ability of united 
effort to accomplish. What will the next half 
century accomplish? We may look for still 
greater discoveries; for the intellect of man is 
awake, exploring every mine of knowledge, 
and searching for useful information in every 
department of art and industry.—armer and 
Mechanic. 

—And are there no spiritual and moral improve- 
ments to match these improvements im the arts and 
sciences? Are we to ride on the wings of lightning, 
and yet be compelled to grope along in the ol rutted 
ways of custom, sin and misery? Are the different 
portions of the globe brought together, and has all 
direct and palpable communication ceased between 
this world and the heavens? Nay: we believe that 
these improvements, which relate principally to the 
surface of things, are only shadows of the greater 
improvements that have already preceded them in 








the spiritual and moral spheres; and that spiritual 














:the judgment and destruction of the Jewish nation. 
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and social inventions have been sought out, which are 
as muchin advance of the old, past condition of 
things, as the present telegraph system is in advance 
of the methods of communication in use centuries 
ago. Let the nearrs of men be as wide-awake to 
receive spiritual gifts as their intellects now are in 
‘searching for useful information in every depart- 
ment of art and industry ;” and then “see if the 
Lord will not open the windows of heaven, and pour 
out a blessing sg that there shal! not be room enough 
to receive it.” w. 
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Programme of the Millennium. 


In our last paper we invited the various Christian 
sects to specify their views of the Millennium: or, 
borrowing a figure from the custom of the times, to 
throw in their several proposals of the work each is 
willing to contract for, in bringing about that long- 
desired period, It occurs to us that our views on 
this subject are contained in outline in the Theo- 
eratic Platform,which was published some time since. 
We insert the same again, inviting attention to it, 
as a fair ‘ bid’ for the Millennium, and appending a 
few remarks: 

THEOCRATIC PLATFORM. 

1. Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from 
his Resurrection, and manifested at his Second 
Coming—-A. D. 70. 

2. Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, 
raised from the dead at the Second Coming. 

3. Union with Christ and the Primitive 
Churck, by faith and love. 

4. Unity of all Believers, iu this world and 
in Hades, with the one kingdom in the Heavy- 
ens. 

5, Reswrrection of the Spirit, resulting in 
salvation from sin and selfish habits. 


6. Resurrection of the Body, preventing or 
overcoming disease, renewing yeuth, and result- 
ing in the abolition of death, and the loosing of 
the captives in Hades. 

7. Community of Property of all kinds, with 
inspiration for distribution. 

8. Abandonment of the entire Fashion of the 
World—ineluding marriage, and involuntary 
prepagation. 

9. Cultivation of Universal Love. 

10. Dwelling together in Association or Com- 
plex Families. 

11. Home Churches and Lome Schools. 

12. Meetings every Evening. 

13, Lord’s Supper at every Jfeal. 

14. Cultivation of Free Criticism. 

15. Horticulture the leading business for 
subsistence, 

16. A Daily Religious Press. 

We have to remark of this Platform, in the first 
place, that it is radically derived from the New Tes- 
tament doctrine of the Second Coming; and secondly, 
that it is a logical and consistent unity in itself—each 
succeeding step growing out of premises furnished 
hy the previous once, and forming a necessary part 
in the symmetrical connection of the whole. 

It will be remembered taat Perfectionism was 
connected, at its very origin, with new views about 
the Second Coming. Iu 1854, the senior editor, then 
a member of the New Haven Theological Seminary, 
was brought to the conclusion that the Second Com- 
ing of Christ, instead of being future, is past--that 
it took place, according to repeate? predictions» 
within the generation of his lifetime, or in the more 
specific language of his declaration, ‘immediately 
after’ the destruction of Jerusalem, about A. D. 70. 

This was the first great step which led to the de- 
velopment of Perfectionism. As we have intimated 
above, it is the essential basis of our present views ; 
and we frankly avow that if that doctrine of a past 
Second Coming can be disproved—indeed, if it is 
not at once a grand and undeniable fact—then the 
whole system and fabric of our faith falls to the 
ground. If we.could be converted ou that point, we 
should have no difficulty in abandoning our pecu- 
liarities of belief on other subjects. »But if, on the 
other hand, we have discovered the Bible truth about 
the Second Coming, and that event is an established 
tact of the past, then the series of principles and 
measures given above, legitimately follow. Let us 
glance at the mode of deduction. 

The first point in the declaration, the Sovereignty 
of Jesus Christ, is established by, and depends for 
its proof on, the fact of the Second Coming. His 
sovereignty over death and.Jades was indeed demon- 
strated by his resurrection, as was also his suprein- 
acy over the angelic heavens by his ascension. But 
his universa/ sovereiguty—his supremacy over this 
world as well as the spiritual world, required a dif- 
ferent manifestation; and that manifestation was 
offered in the awful attendants of the Second Coming, 





which were private, the world had known bim only 
as an object of scorn and rejection; but in the day 
of Judea’s doom, (however profane historians may 
fail to note it,) mankind saw him as their King.— 
If the Second Coming with its attendant judgment 
has not taken place, then the manifestation of 
Christ’s sovereignty over the world remains yet to 
be fulfilled. If it did take place, as the Scripture 
proposed and as we believe, in connection with the 
destruction of Jerusalem, then the proof of his uni- 
versal royalty is complete, and forms a firm basis for 
the conclusions which follow. 

The first conclusion is, that he gathered about 
him at the Second Coming in one glorified body, the 
saints and disciples who had believed on him pre- 
viously, both in this world and Hades. In ascend- 
ing his throne, he rewarded his followers and formed 
his kingdom. All scripture supports this conclusion. 
It was the promise of Christ in all his parable des- 
criptions of the Second Coming; the word to the 
righteous was to be, ‘ Enter ye into the joy of your 
Lord.’ It was expected by the apostles and primi- 
tive christians, as the near recompense of their la- 
bors: ‘We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment in the twinkling of an eye at 
the last trump ; for the trumpet shall sound and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.’ 1Cor. 15:51, 52. ‘The Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel and the trump of God; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord.’* 1 Thess, 4: 16, 
17. We might extend quotations of like character 
almost indefinitely, showing the expectations of the 
New Testament disciples of the near coming of 
Christ, and of the glory which that event was to 
bring to them, in raising them to be ‘kings and 
priests unto God.’ We assume that that expectation 
was realized, and hence add to the fact of Christ’s 
sovereignty, the corresponding one of the co-sover- 
eignty of the Primitive church, raised from the 
dead at the Second Coming. 

The question next arises, what relation it is possi- 
ble to hold with Christ and this glorified body of be- 
lievers in heaven. The answer is, Union with them 
by faith and love. This was the nature of the bond 
and relation between Christ and believers in the 
time of the Primitive church. After his ascension, 
he sent forth the spirit of faith and love upon all 
flesh ; and that Spirit working in believers, formed 
a substantial union, which went on to a perfect con- 
summation at the Second Coming. That spirit of 
faith and love has never been withdrawn from men, 
but is still radiating with increased fullness from 
Christ and the great heavenly organization. It isa 
living, ever present magnetism, communicating the 
life of Christ, and absorbing whoever receives it, 
into him. 

Tbis spiritual union with Christ, next involves the 
unity of all believers with each other, and their con- 
solidation every where, into one organization. Thus 
believers in this world and in Hades, by the fact of 
their receiving the faith and love of Christ, become 
alsomembers of the heavenly kingdom, subject to 
its Constitution and entitled to all its privileges. 

The conditions which are involved in our union 
with Christ and the resurrection kingdom, are, 
1, Resurrection of the spirit—salvation from sin and 
selfish habits. [This is the expression and necessary 
result of a spiritual relation to Christ—his dwelling 
in the heart by faith and love.] 2, Resurrection of 
the body, preventing or overcoming disease, renew- 
ing youth, and resulting in the abolition of death 
and the loosing of the captives in Hades. [This cor- 
responds to the organic or political union of all be- 
lievers with the kingdom of heaven.] 

We will not attempt in this article to trace, the 
connections and relations of the remaining subjects 
of our sketch. ‘The reader, however, will see that 
on the basis of resurrection unity, and sovereignty 
over evil in body and soul, the succeeding points 
will naturally follow, viz: Community of Property 
of ali kinds; Abandonment of the entire social 


fashion of the world; Cultivation of Universal Love; 


and Dwelling together in Associations, or complex 
families. These, as near as can be expressed by any 
formula, are the social and material arrangements 
that correspond with the genius of heaven. They 
give to the invisible kingdom its appropriate body 
through which it can permeate and transfigure the 
whole outward life. We may see in the character 
of these changes, the recovery of those pure and 
intimate relations with heaven which characterized 
the beginning of human society. The true fabric of 
social institntions, redeemed and re-organized by the 
resurrection, will be a Jacob’s ladder, on which the 
angels of God,we are permitted to hope, will again be 
seen ascending and descending upon the earth. 

The institutions of Community life carry naturally 
with them the perpetual exercise of religious ordi- 
nances, and the highest means of spiritual, intellec- 
y ®The reader will remark that this language of Paul describes 
in one event the sublime manifestatiou of Christ's triple do- 
minion: he was to be waited on by angels—raise the dead from 
Ilades, and judge and reward the living. And further, that the 
time of this second coming, or universal, coronation scene, is 
limited by Paul as Christ had always done before him, within 





Notwithstanding his resurrection and ascension, 


the living period of his cotemporaries. 


tual and moral improvement. These are designated 
under the head of Home Churches and Home 
Schools, Meetings every Evening, Lord’s Supper 
at every Meal, Cultivation of Free Criticism. 

In Horticulture we touch upon the physical and 
outward—coming to the question of subsistence, as 
we properly should do, last. Gardening and horti- 
culture are the natural sources of subsistence, as 
they are the spontaneous attraction of Community 
life. The Daily Press is obviously the appropriate 
medium for ministering the word of God, and distrib- 
uting a central, organizing influence through all the 
interests and circles of society. 

Thus passing through the whole series of objects 
from the sovereignty of Jesus Christ to the labor of 
subsistence, the kingdom of heaven will organize 
and harmonize eyery thing anew. What say our 
Christian friends to this view of the Millennium ? 





Church History.---No. 1. 

Within the various enclosures of sectarian- 
ism, there are individuals and groups, who evi- 
dently love and study the Bible, appreciate 
spiritual experience, pray for revivals, and 
hope for the Millennium. By these character- 
istics, they are united in secret sympathy, and 
may, therefore, be spoken of collectively as a 
church, We will call them the Revival Church. 
To this church we belong, having been born and 
bred, naturally and spiritually, under its influ- 
ence, and having become what we are, under its 
incitements. Having a deep interest in the vi- 
cissitudes of this church, we have watched and 
studied its history for some twenty years past, 
and lately have attained views and conclusions 
respecting it, which we must needs expound 
for the benefit of whom it may concern. 

Twenty years ago the church of which we 
speak was in its Pentecost. The year 1831 
was called the ‘ year of revivals.? From 1831 
to 1834 the tide of spiritual progress and hope 
steadily swelled. The Millennium was appa- 
rently near, ‘ even at the door.’ 

At that crisis two new subjects of great in- 
terest were broached, and claimed the attention 
of the Revival Church, viz.: Hoxrvess, and 
Anti-S.avery ; or in other words, Perfec- 
tionism, and Abolitionism. The fortunes of 
that church since have been determined by its 
course in relation to these two subjects. This 
is the clue by which its history is to be traced 
out and expounded. 

First, then, let us glance at the respective 
merits of the two subjects. It is obvious that 
the doctrine of Holiness summoned the church 
to an internal, spiritual reform ; while the doc- 
trine of Anti-Slavery proposed an external mor- 
alreform. ‘The Revival Church was a spirit- 
ual body, relying on the grace of the gospel 
for spiritual experience, and on spiritual expe- 
rience for morality and all improvement.— 
From this position, therefore, it was drawn in 
two opposite directions. Perfectionism said 
to it, ‘ Advance to new spiritual victories.’— 
Abolitionism said to it, ‘ Pall back from  spir- 
itualism to a moral enterprise.’ The advances, 
retreats, and struggles that resulted from these 
opposite forces are the material of its story, 


‘through the long dearth of revivals, since 
& g ) 


1834. 

We must not omit to note here that there is 
no necessary or natural antagonism, between 
Perfectionism and <Abolitionism, or in other 
words between an internal and an external re- 
form. On the contrary, advance in spiritual 
holiness is sure to cause advanee in external 
reform. But antagonism occurs, when, as in 
the case on hand, the two kinds of reform are 
urged on the church cndependently of each oth- 
er, cach claiming priority of attention. Per- 
fectionism in accordance with the previous prin- 
ciples and genius of the Revival Church, said 
to it, ‘Go forward in Holiness, and let Anti- 
Slavery follow after!’  Abolitionism said, 
‘Turn aside your forees to the war with Slave- 
ry, and attend tg religion afterward!” 

Such was the clash of persuasions in the 
midst of which the Revival Church had,to shape 
its course. There was a persuasion from 
above, and a persuasion from beneath; and 
the persuasion from beneath prevailed. fn the 
course of the year 1834, there was a general re- 





jection of Holiness ; a general rush into Anti- 





Slavery ; and—a GENERAL CESSATION OF RE- 
VIVALS. 

In our next No., We shall go inte some de. 
tails of facts, relating to this great apostasy of 
the Revival Church. Inthe meantime leg 
the reader digest the principles presented in an 
article on ‘ Anti-Slavery,’ on our last page, 
which was published originally in The Perfec- 
tionist, in 1845. 





J The Minnesota Pioneer, of the 25th ult., 
chronicles the closing of the Mississippi by ice, in 
these terms: 

The Mississippi closed his eyes at 12 and 5 1-2 min- 
utes, M., Thursday, the 1&th inst. Peace to his 
slumbers. Last year this event occurred on the 28th, 
at7 1-2 A.M. ‘The last boat of this season was the 
Black Hawk, Capt. Lodwick. She left on the eve of 
the 10th. The last boat of °51 was the Nominee; she 
left on the 20th. The Mississippi closes unlike most 
streams. Its current being swift, the ice does not 
stay fixed for many days after the river is nearly 
covered with it. But the ice keeps pressing along, 
and if the weather does not relax, the ice becomes 
more thickly set over the stream in patches, then the 
patches huddle and crowd, and climb and dive, till 
the hour of sealing their destiny fixes them for 4 1-2 
months, in statu. So the river is left rough with the 
protruding edges of the flakes which were suddenly 
arrested in their rampant career. 

Another paragraph from the same paper may per- 
haps in this connection be found of interest. 

Calculations are already being made for bringing 
up delinquent freights on the ice. Some of our 
freights are deposited at Point Douglass, 30 miles 
below St Paul, and some perhaps at the foot of Lake 
Pepin, still another 20 miles below, and some—no- 
where. We hear also, that a certain enterprising 
livery man proposes to run horse trains down the ri- 
ver, to accommodate passengers, If the Mississippi 
freezes hard, and should not become restless with the 
colic, he may be capered over this winter, to our 
profit and pleasure. Horses sometimes break through 
on the ice route to Galena, but they are usually sa- 
ved. An experienced ice traveller feels but little 
more alarm for the breaking in of his horse, than 
does the land traveller who gets his horse into a 
slough. He carries with hima ‘choke rope,” so 
called, which he immediately draws tight around the 
neck of the horse that has broken through and chokes 
it so that it swells up like a bladder, when it is easi- 
ly pulled out upon the firmice. It is seldom that the 
rider himself gets in; but if he should be so unfortu- 
nate as to get in, he will probably at some time get 
out again; he may in any event have the consolation 
of the Englishman travelling in Kilkenny, who asked 
the boatman if any person was ever lost in the pas- 
sage. 

‘ Never’ replied Pat, ‘my brother was drowned 
here last week, but we found aim again the next day.’ 

NM. Y. Tribune. 





Deatu AnD Doctors 1x Catirornia.—Jesse Hutch- 
iason, in a letter to the Tribune, dated San Fran- 
cisco, Sept. 13, says: 

The general opinion I first formed of Califor- 
nia is yet the same. Itis a most inviting coun- 
try to thousands and tens of thousands of young 
and enterprising men, but at the same time a 
most dangerous and ruinous country to thous- 
ands of others. The one half can never be 
told ; nay, the hundredth or a thousandth of 
the real sorrow that pervades the hearts of thou- 
sands of disappointed emigrants here. Expe- 
cially is it most deplorable, that men should rush 
to California in such numbers without any sort 
of understanding of their own constitutions or 
the laws of heaith. I hear daily of scores of 
men stricken down by disease and death, who 
either know not the value of a correct diet or 
the benefits of cold water bathing ; or if they 
know, have been criminally negligent of their 
duty. 

I know not how soon I may be stricken down 
by death, but this I know, if I could get the 
right food, (the blessed brown bread,) good wa- 
ter and air, I should have no fears to pass thro’ 
any climate at any season. 

The Physicians in this country are often 
criminally negligent of duty and actuated by 
the most sordid motives. I feel really grieved 
thus to write, but the Doctors generally are a 
curse to the people, and kill more than they 
save. very kind of nostrum is administered, 
often by the lowest quacks, and men die from 
the medicine when the disease alone would not 
have killed them. Of this the doctors are not 
alone guiity, for the ignorance of the people will 
have it so, and the poor Doctors are often but 
blind leaders of the blind. During my trip last 
week to the mines, I think I may have inciden- 
tally met with one hundred invalids sick with 
chills and fever. I carried my wheat in our 
wagon, and preached bread and water and bath- 
ing and good air to the sufferers. In most ca- 
ses the poor tellows have never been advised by 
the quack doctors to ever bathe at all, and of- 
ten would they lay days in their filthy clothes, 
and partaking of poisonous drugs, luring them 
slowly but surely to their graves. Let me warn 
the unthinking and inexperienced never to ven- 
ture to this far off land until they have first well 
learned themselves in the great school of nature 
and experience. I have telt deeply ashamed 
often, that I ever spoke a word in tavor of Cal- 
ifornia, when I witnessed the poor sufferer’s 
sickness and dying in this ignorance. But 
enough now on this subject. When I return 



















































































































waa 


an 


Th 


feat 


- « 


 & 


ar 
th 


m 
an 
hi 


Wi 
ey 





\in- 
his 
ith, 
the 
2 of 
she 
ost 
not 
rly 
ng, 
nes 
the 
till 
1-2 
the 
nly 


er- 


ey 
elr 


vn 
he 
a= 
ro? 


en 


ed 
me) 
ey 
2a, 
om. 
10t 
10t 
vill 
ut 
ast 
= 
ith 
yur 
th- 


oa 


of- 
es, 
em 
wh 
on- 
ell 
ure 
ed 
al- 
rs 
Sut 
un 








THE CIRCULAR. 


51 


ws os 




















home (which may be ina very few weeks, should 
iny health be spared,) I may then be permitted 
to give you, in detail, some account of Califor- 
nia real life and death as I have found it in my 
shart tour, 


Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 146. 
[Rerortep FoR THE Cincutan, Oct. 1, 4852.) 
SELF-WILL NOP ALMIGHTY. 

Facts have shown us that there is such a 
thing as persons’ having a rational, and even 
an inspired, understanding, and at the 
same time, a perverse, crazy will. A clear 
perception of this phenomenon will explain 
to us many things in the Bible. Baalam, 
for instance, was a prophet, and evidently 
an enlightened and inspired man. Balak, 
king of the Moabites, sent for him to come 
and curse Israel. He went up, and tried 
to curse Israel, but could not. He pronoun- 
ced a blessing instead of a curse. His un- 
derstanding and his tongue had to obey 
God, but his will was insubordinate and 
crazy. 

Pharaoh’s was a case somewhat different ; 
his understanding does not seem to have 
been so much enlightened as Baalam’s was; 
but he was made to know that he was deal- 
ing with the almighty God, in a variety of 
ways, and even made to concede the fact; 
and yet he had a will that was perfectly re- 
bellious and insubordinate. 

To take another example: look at Satan 
himself. It is rather difficult to make it 
seem natural that he should be found at 
different times among the sons of God, and 
should talk with God, ashe is represented 
to have done in the case of Job. But there 
was common ground in understanding and 
speech between Satan and the sons of God, 
and God himself. He could talk a great 
deal that was rational, but his will was in 
perfect opposition to God’s purposes and 
plans. We see both sides of his character 
in Job’s case. And we see in Judas an in- 
carnation of Satan—an understanding turn- 
ing one way, and a will the other, like two 
wheels cogged, and turning against each 
other. Judas understood Christ’s character 
perfectly well, but his will was opposed to 
him. Christ evidently intended to point 
directly at this fact, when he said to Pilate, 
‘Thou couldest have no power against me, 
except it were given thee from above : there- 
fore he that delivered me unto thee hath the 
greater sin.’ (Jno. 19:11.) Pilate knew 
comparatively nothing about Christ, and 
supposed that he had power over him. He 
said ‘ Knowest thou not, that I have power 
to crucify thee, and have power to release 
thee ?? Jesus admitted that Pilate was ig- 
norant, but Judas was not. Judas knew 
that Christ was the Son of God, and al- 
mighty. He had seen enough to perfectly 
convince his understanding; but his will 
was ill disposed. 

After Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and the campaign of the Primitive church and 
the Second Coming, when Christ had de- 
monstrated beyond question that he was al- 
mighty, and had the keys of death and hell, 
and when Satan had been cast down from 
his former position among the sons of God, 
and was ‘cast out into the earth;’ then it 
is said that he had great wrath, because he 
knew that he had but a short time.’ (Rev. 
12:12.) Here we see the devil’s under- 
standing was perfectly enlightened. He 
saw how things were going—saw that Christ 
had gained advantage of him, and that al- 
mighty power was pressing down upon him, 
and that he could not hold his kingdom long 
in this world. But all this did not break his 
will; it was as firm and insubordinate as 
ever. 





nomenon ; it is wonderful, but nevertheless 
it does exist. There are beings whose un- 
derstandings and wills are out of gear—who 
sin willfully against the truth, Such a being 
may feel that his will is almighty, Why? 
Because it has prevailed over his own under- 
standing, so that his understanding cannot 
bend or turn it in the least. On the same 
ground such a person may feel almighty 
against God. Suppose he has experimented 
till he has ascertained that God cannot move 
his will—he has strengthened his will till he 
perceives that it can hold out against all that 
God can bring to bear upon it—in one sense, 
that is conquering God. The man can say, 
‘I am stronger than God: I can have my 
own will and way:’ and so long as God is 
long-suffering towards him, and things do not 
come to any special crisis, he may feel com- 
placent in view of an everlasting contest with 
his Maker. There is a place where God is 
powerless, and there is a chance for self-com- 
placency and pride in being, within a certain 
contracted sphere, supreme—greater than 
God himself. This sphere must constantly 
become more and more limited. But there 
is and always will be, a place in which the 
devils in hell are supreme. 


But while we concede this fact, there are 
some things to be considered on the other 
side. Itis perfectly evident te a clear un- 
derstanding, that there is no organizing force 
in such a will; that it must stand by itself, 
entirely independent of other wills. It must 
be strictly a personal kingdom ; because or- 
ganization is dependent on assimilation and 
propagation, In order to organize two be- 
ings, the organizing being must assimilate 
the other, and propagate itself in the other. 
Now suppose that a person who has a strong 
ambition for supremacy, undertakes to propa- 
gate himself in another, and succeeds. The 
other immediately rises up in the same spirit 
and says, ‘I will be supreme.’ So there 
they are—two kingdoms, both equally am- 
bitious; of course it is impossible for them 


to organize. 


On the other hand, a spirit which is con- 
formed to the principle laid down by Jesus 
Christ—‘ Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them’—-is 
in a condition to assimilate, combine, and 
draw into co-operation with itself all other 
beings; (except of course, those who will 
have their own way.) Such a spirit has no 
will in opposition to the happiness of others ; 
and if every other being in the universe had 
the same will, all would be happy. This is 
the character of Jesus Christ, and of God 
the Father. God has no personal ambition 
to be supreme. ‘That is not in the least, the 
peculiarity of his life. His ambition is to be 
happy, and to be a growing, organizing, as- 
similating being. The conception that be- 
cause God is supreme, it is a matter of great 
desire, or special self-complacency, or that 
there is any thing in him that would make it 
a particular object of ambition, if he were not 
supreme, to become so, is all false. All 
that comes to us from God, in Jesus Christ, 
is meek and lowly. ‘Thus saith the high 
and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy: I dwellin the high 
and holy place ; [by position he is supreme, 
but he dwells] with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit. (Isa. 57: 15.) 
Again: ‘Thus saith the Lord, The heaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool : 
... « but to this man will Ilook, even to 
him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at my word.’ (Isa. 66: 1,2.) 
These passages show the character of God’s 
spirit. And in looking to the man ‘ that is 





We must become familiar with this phe- 


poor, and of a contrite spirit, and that trem- 


bleth at his word,’ he is acting appropriately 
to his character and situation. The inner 
consciousness of the two beings is the same. 
Though God dwells ‘in the high and holy 
place,’ and the man in the meek and lowly 
place of contrition, it is still the lowliness of 
God’s spirit that makes the man contrite.— 
It is in this lowly place that a person can 
touch God, and in no other, Any spirit 
that is higher than contrition, is too high to 
touch him. He is more lowly than any man 
who does not ‘ tremble at his word.’ 

Here is an organizing force—a force that 
can assimilate, transfuse, and propagate it- 
self. God can flow freely into the heart of 
a child, or the lowest person in the universe, 
and feel at home there. While he recogni- 
zes his high position, and acts appropriately 
to it, there is no feeling in him that would 
prevent him from flowing into unity with the 
humble and contrite, however small. God 
has in him to the fullest extent, the princi- 
ple laid down by Christ: ‘ Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them.’ 

How will a man reason who has this prin- 
ciple of Christ in his heart? He will say 
to himself, ‘If I wish to be supreme, the 
greatest being in the universe, or at all 
events greater than auy one around me, so 
there are others who have the same de- 
sires. Now it is certain we cannot all be 
the greatest ; and so let us find out a way 
to reconcile all interests, so that I shall be 
what I ought to be, and others will fill their 
proper places ;. and then we shall have no 
intriguing and tormenting rivalry.’ That 
is the rational course for every man to take, 
and the one that will make a harmonious 
universe. As soon as a man adopts the 
truth laid down by Christ, which we have 
mentioned, he makes room for his neigh- 
bor. He has the meek and lowly spirit of 
Christ, and of God the Father. And the 
man who will not reduce himself to this po- 
sition, and adopt the principle that he will 
make room for his neighbor, and have no 
will but what is compatible with the will of 
all other beings who have accepted of Christ’s 
rule—the man who will not do this, has un- 
dertaken to establish a separate and inde- 
pendent kingdom. is principle is incom- 
patible with the coequal interests of all other 
beings, and will result in his perfect isola- 
tion. 

Here we have the two forces, one against 
the other; and we can calculate what will 
be the result. It is manifest that supposing 
God to be individually no stronger than a 
man with this devilish, insubordinate will, 
(which is inadmissible) yet if he has the or- 
ganizing element in him, he will assimilate 
and add to himself, one after another, all such 
beings as are willing to adopt the principle 
of doing unto others as they would be done 
by, until a compact body is formed, whose 
power nothing can withstand. And, mark, 
while the divine party is constantly increas- 
ing, there isno equivalent growth on the 
other side ; but on the contrary, as the di- 
vine party grows stronger, the individual par- 
ty must grow more and more weak, until its 
cohesion is all taken away, and the individ- 
ual is left standing alone. Nothing can be 
more obvious, than that the being who is 
capable of making himself a comfortable 
center, and will deal justly with all beings 
who grow to him, must, in the course of 
time, organize an immense force, and that 
the enemies, who act from an opposite prin- 
ciple, must stand each one by himself: and 
therefore, that the party of Jesus Christ is 
by its very nature sure of victory, because 





it has at its centre the principle which is 


essential to organization, AT} eoubinations 
outside of him are destiied te destruction, 
because they have not, and cdthict have, 
the principle of assimilation and growth. 
If they had, they would join Christ. | Who- 
ever has a meek and lowly spirit will unite 
himself to Christ, and all who have not a 
meek and lowly spirit cannot organize into a 
compact body. 

Tn asuperficial view the gospel is not 
popular; but the final development will 
show that it is the only popular thing that 
is or ever can be, Self-will is not popular, 
except as it stands a good way off. The 
meek and lowly spirit, that in seeking its 
own wants to make others happy, is the only 
popular spirit. ‘ Live, and let live,’ is a 
common maxim the world over; and _ this 
principle, in its essence, is no where but in 
Jesus Christ. It is the principle of doing 
unto others as we would be done by. It is 
the only principle that can make friends.— 
The same spirit which pleases God will 
please man. Paul speaks of a class of char- 
acters that ‘ please not God, and are contra- 
ry to all men.’ Whoever has the ambition 
to be supreme, has in him the seeds of dis- 
solution and destruction—he can only make 
enemies. 


HOME-TALK—NO. 
Revorteo Novempen 21, 1852. 
RIGHT AND WRONG DESIRE. 
The diabolic element in all desire is im- 
patience. Desire itself is fundamental in all 
life and in all spirit ; but one kind of desire 
is patient and conscientious, and another 
kind is impatient and ruthless; and here is 
the distinction between a good and an evil 
spirit, one is patient in desire, the other is 
not. 

We need not restrict our conception of the 
case to the human or animal organization, or 
even the vegetable: we may go down to 
chemical attraction, the attraction of gravita- 
tion, cohesion, or any other force in nature, 
and the same element of desire possesses 
them all—the tendency to draw and appro- 
priate to themselves some other thing. 
These attractions or forms of desire have no 
conscience—no restraint. ‘They assert their 
right to a thing without any reference to 
other claims. ‘lhe same is true of vegeta- 
ble life : it is resolute in getting all it can, 
no matter at what expense to the rest of crea- 
tion. So ofanimals; they have affections 
and desires, and some degree of skill to 
gratify those desires, but no conscience.— 
They take what they want, to gratify their 
own demands, without troubling themselves 
about the wants of any other being. So it 
is with men under the influence of the devil. 


147. 


The whole wickedness of Satan, and of 
all that sin, consists in desire that is willful 
and selfish. They want a thing and will 
have it; they have no conscience about it— 
no patience, except for the sake of finally 
accomplishing their object—no respect at 
all for others’ rights. The devil is wicked 
because he sucks into himself every thing 
that he possibly can, without remorse. De- 
sire in him is an unsanctified will, that is 
not controlled by principle, nor restricted 
and directed by conscience. Such desire 
is as cruelas death; it is the element of 
death. It is like oxygen, which has a fero- 
cious attraction for almost everything, and 
is a principle of universal destruction. Sa- 
tan ‘ goeth about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour’—a good description 
of all forces of attraction that have no con- 
science in them. We are not accustomed 
to think of the attraction in oxygen as wick- 
ed, but every form of attraction that has 
no conscience to circumscribe it and make 
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it patient, is destructive, and would devour 


the universe, if it was left to take its own 
course. ‘This ruthless desire for absorption 
is no worse in Satan than it is in oxygen ; 
but he has a power of supplying himself 
with what he wants in a way far more ef- 
fective than have the lower forms of desire. 
The power of destruction, which is the 
thing to be hated, is carried to a vastly 


higher degree in him, because he has the; 


help of intellect and will. 

On the other side, the divine spirit, and 
all that are assimilated to it, have desires, 
attractions, &c., not less active and power- 
ful than the diabolical spirit. But they 
have also, proportioned to their desires, 
conacience—a disposition to do what is right. 
They not only enquire, What do I want? 
but, what do others want? and how can 
these wants be reconciled : that 
deliberation, desire is patient, commands 
itself, and waits till it can get what it wants 
legitimately. 

If you have ever witnessed a terrific fire, 
you have seen the merciless character of 
the clement—how reckless it is of the mis- 
ery it creates, burning bank-bills as unscru- 
pulously as it does rags, and men and wo- 
men as quick as either. Now God isacon- 
suming fire, as powerful and intense as that 
we have described ; but with this difference : 
he isa self-regulating fire—what that fire 
would be if it could thrust out its flame 
here and there, and burn up useless stuff, 
without touching any thing that is good.— 
God is a fire that has discrimination and 
prudence in it. It can consume or let 
alone. It hasan intelligent will, and does 
not work from mere propensity, or a blind 
attraction. 

We shall learn at length to distinguish 
between good and bad spirits, by this test: 
a good spirit has self-restraint ; but all bad 
spirits, when fairly proved, are found impa- 
tient. All of them act greedily, in the 
same way that the fire does. The fact that 
they want a thing is reason enough for them 
to take it. 

In being made partakers of the divine 
nature, we are taught patience ; patience, 
negative and positive ; patience in enduring 
evil, and patience in the pursuit of good. 
We must take hold of that element in 
God’s spirit. He is called the ‘God of pa- 
tience.’ This is a feature of his character 
which the devil cannot imitate. 

The spirit of patience is very different 
from legal restraint. There is plenty of re- 
straint operating on all these forms of vora- 
cious attraction—attraction without con- 
science. Oxygen cannot get all it wants: 
it is under restraint, but not patient. Sup- 
pose you have an acid that has a voracious 
appetite for all organic substances, and will 
destroy and consume whatever it can get at. 
If you put it into a vial, it does not alter 
the nature of the acid at all; it only keeps 
it safe from disturbing, destructive opera- 
tions. So the law simply keeps the vora- 
cious spirit within bounds. It does not 
change it, or put any self-restraint into it. 

What is wanted is a property in the acid 
itself that will make it perfectly’ harmless. 
You must have an acid that is mighty and 
will dissolve anything, and yet has in ita 
conscience and discretion that will prevent 
its consuming anything but what it is best 
and right it should. Then you will not 
have to take care of it. You may set it 
about anywhere, it will not touch anything 
that it should not. That is the characteris- 
tic of all good spirits, and is just what all 


bad spirits lack. They are bad because 
they lack this quality. Satan is bad be- 
cause he lacks the element of conscience. 


and with 


| Anti-Slavery. 

‘*The Antislavery enterprise is eminently a 
Christian one. As such I have advocated it for the 
last sixteen years. Jt combines in itself all good ob- 

| jects. purposes and tendencies.”— Wm. Lloyd Gar- 
| rison. 
This is but a moderate specimen of the en- 


ment of reform. It is not too much to 


that they have long manifested an ill-suppressed 


above all kindred moral reforms, but above all 
religious interests, as the paramount, all-con- 
trolling cause, around which all hearts shoul 
first be gathered, the principles of which should 
test and overrule even the Bible itself. They 
have openly attempted to invest it with the dig- 
nity and to clothe it with the scriptural gar- 
ments of the gospel of the Son of God. When 
Garrison says that ‘the anti-slavery enterprise 
is eminently a Christian one,’ it may be assumed 
that he means that it is ‘Ae Christian enterprise ; 
for he says that ‘ it combines in itself an. good 
objects, purposes, and tendencies :? and what 
more can be said of heaven’s gospel ?—-—-whxt 
more is needed for the salvation of a lost world ? 

The time will come in the progress of mind 
toward the true philosophy of reform, when 
such pretensions will be too ridiculous to need 
animadversion. But for the present it may be 
profitable to examine them soberly. We think 
that a true computation of the dimensions of 
the anti-slavery enterprise, will show that Gar- 
rison and his fellow devotees have streiched 
themselves beyond their measure. 

‘The enterprise of abolishing slavery in itself 
considered, aside from the measures of those 
who at present have the administration of it, 
has high claims on all mere philanthropists and 
benevolent politicians ; and may even be said 
to be a Christian enterprise, if we mean by 
that term only that it is one of the many moral 
and humane operations to which true Christi- 
anity leads. But the assertion that it is emi- 
nently or even subordinately a Christian enter- 
prise, ia any such sense as would incorporate 
its distinctive principles into what may be called 
the constitutional truth of the gospel, and place 
it on a Jevel with the objects for which Jesus 
Christ died, and to which the apostles devoted 
themselves, is utterly untrue. There is, prop- 
erly speaking, but one Christian enterprise ; aud 
that is not the emancipation of a smal] part 
of mankind from physical slavery, but the sal- 
vation of the world from sin and death by the 
abolition of spiritual slavery. This is the ob- 
ject which »bsorbed the energies of the Son of 
God and his primitive followers ; and to which 
al! who aspire to be radical reformers, and are 
wise enough to study their profession in the 
Bible school, will give their lives. 

The relation which the abolition of physical 
slavery bears to this object, may be illustrated 
thus: It is known that in slaveholding countries 
there is within the system of simple slavery, a 
secondary institution which we may call the sys- 
tem of overseerism. The slave-owner is not 
generally the slave-master, but he employs an 
intermediate agent called an overseer, to goy- 
ern and work his slaves. This secondary sys- 
tem greatly increases the oppression and cruel-- 
tiesof'slavery. It makes slave-driving a regular 
profession. The overseer is generally a brutal 
hireling, more tyrannical than the owner.--- 
Slaves themselves are sometimes employed as 
overseers; and it is said that they are more 
cruel than free slave-drivers. Now we will 
suppose that a citizen of South Carolina, seeing 


the oxtra-abominatioas of overseerism, should 
get wp aspecial crusade against that system, 


leaviu untouched and out of sight, the parent 
system of slavery. What would abolitionists 
say of suchareformer? It is doubtful whether 
they would give him eredit even for blind hu- 
maniiy. They certainly would not allow him to 
rons’ with impunity, that his enterprise was 
‘eminently an Fasitidovery’ one—combining in 
itself all ood objects, purposes and tendencies.’ 
They would say, * the abolition of oversecrism 
may «lleviate in some measure the woes of sla- 
very; bat nothing less than an assault on the 
radical principle of man’s right to own man, is 
worthy to be ealled an autislavery enterprise.’ 
Now Jot us carry the principle of this illustra- 
tion 1p into thenext story of reform. The devil 
is the vreat slaveholder, whose plantation is the 
world, and whose gang of bondmen is the whole 
hues race ; ( for * he that commiteth sin is the 
slave of sin,’ and of course the slave of the 
father of sin.) He has under him a multitude 
of overseers of various sorts, spiritual and po- 
litical, who intermediately work and abuse his 
slaves. Among the rest, he employs in our 
southern states some two or three hundred 
thousand of his white slaves (commonly called 
slavcholders) as overseers of his negroes. They 





ambition to set Anti-slavery on high, not only | 
| prophet in these words : * The Spirit of the Lord 
| God is upon me ; because the Lord hath anoint- 
1 | ed me to preach good tidiags unto the meek : he 
|hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to 
| proclaim liberty to the captives, and the open- 


'generally are. Against this particular form of 
;sade; and Garrison announces that the enter- 
| prise ‘is eminently a Christian one—combining 
|in itself all good objects, purposes and tenden- 
jcies.? We say, ‘ the abolition of physical sla- 


comiums which Garrison and his friends are ac- | very may alleviate in some measure the woes of 
eustomed to bestow on their peculiar depart- ;a world in bondage to sin, but nothing less than 


say | 


a direct assault on Satan’s system of spiritual 
slavery, is worthy to be called a Christian enter- 
prise.” 


| Satan’s oppressions, the abolitionists raise a cru- | 


The mission of Christ was announced by the | 


ing of the prison to them that are bound; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
the day of vengeance of our God ; to comfort 
them that mourn’ (Tsa. 61: 1,2.) Garrison 
qnotes this passage in reply to one who main- 
tains that, as a follower of Christ he hasa 
nobler work to do than the abolition of slavery. 
Let us see what were the facts which fulfilled 
this prophetical outline of Christ’s mission. 
We are not informed that he ever preached 
liberty to slaves, or the duty of Jiberating them 
to masters; though there were slaves and mas- 
ters enough in the world at the time of his 
ministry to have furnished him employment of 
that kind, if he had regarded the abolition of 
slavery as an eminent part of his enterprise. 
How then did he fulfill his mission? Who 
were the broken-hearted whom he bound up, 
the captives to whom he proclaimed liberty, 
the prisoners whom he released and the mourn- 
ers whom he comforted ? They were the bro- 
ken-hearted captives of spiritual evil, the pris- 
oners ofsinand disease, mourners under the bon- 
dage of guilt and legality, whose cry was, ‘ Who 
shall deliver us from the body of this death ?’ 
We have no occasion or disposition to deny 
that the abolition of physical slavery will be 
one of the ultimate results of his work, and is 
favored by the spirit of his commission. But 
it did not come within the scope of his direct 
labors, and was at most but a distant branch of 
the great enterprise which he commenced and 
committed to his apostles. He and they had 
a greater work to dv. ‘The abolition of spirit- 
ual slavery was their mission. He was THE 
LIZERATOR on that great field where Satan was 
the slaveholder. They were abolitionistsef a 
sort that could set slaves free without taking 
them away from their masters. 

Looking to the examples of Christ and the 
apostles as the standard by which to ascertain 
what is and what is not the mission of a Chris- 
tian, we alirm that the business of a physician 
may be called an ‘eminently Christian enter- 
prise,’ with far greater propriety than that of 
an Abolitionist. So far as those primitive lib- 
erators extended their ministry of mercy beyond 
the concerns of the inner man, their labours 
were given almost exclusively to the healing of 
disease of the body. Sima] as is our fellowship 
with Dr. Graham, we must say that in our view 
his enterprise is much more nearly related to 
the wission of Christ than Garrison’s. 

It cannot be said that the great central en- 
terprise of abolishing spiritual slavery, to which 
Christ and the apostles devoted themselves, has 
been accomplished, so that it is now the appro- 
priate business of their suecessors to spend their 
strength in developing its remoie exterual fruits. 
The world yet lieth in ‘the wicked one.’ For 
eighteen centuries the victory of the atonement 
over sin and death has been hid from the Gen- 
tile chureh by a veil of legality, as thick as that 
which blinded the ancient Jews, and the proc- 
iaimation of that victory is as much needed now 
as it was in the apostolic age. The second 
harvest calls as loudly for Jaborers as did the 
first. 

Thus far we have spoken of anti-slavery 
simply as a principle of reform, without refer- 
ence to the prescut auti-slavery pariy. Anti- 
slavery as it is, i. e. Garrisonism, is still further 
from deserving to be called an ‘ eminenily 
Christian enterprize.’ If its ‘objects and pur- 
poses’ have been good, its ‘tendencies,’ at 
least, have been decidedly wachristian, and 
even antichristian. It has made its adherents 
as bigoted as papists in their peculiar depart- 
ment of morals, and as lax as heathen philoso- 
phers in respect to all religiovs truth,—which 
is like being vigilant against uncurrent coppers, 
but free to take and pass counterfeit bank-bil!s 
toany amount. It has run a judgement-line 
between,.those that are orthodox and those that 
are heretical on the subject of anti-slavery, but 
it has made no distinction between the Christian 
and the infidel ; which is like separating one’s 
self from pilferers, and associating with high- 
way robbers. It has made special war on the 
authority of Paul, the chief apostle of the New 
Covenant; and it has bred within its bosom, 
and countenanced by its honors, a class of open 





scoffers at the whole Bible. Finally, as we 


} 





lare tyrannical and cruel, as slave overseers | have before said, it has attempted to usurp the 


place and appropriate to itself the scriptural 
garments of the gospel of spiritual life. A 
Christian enterprise indeed ! 

There is one point of view in which the anti- 
slavery movement has a positive value to the 
Christian reformer. It is undoubtedly a part of 
that long series of revolutionary agitations, by 
which Providence has been and is preparing a 
theatre for the final development of Christiani- 
ty. Liberty, though not itself Chrstianity, is 
the space in which Christianity unfolds itself.— 
Hence the civil and religious revolutions of the 
last three or four hundred years, guided as they 
haye been by the hand of God, toward the es- 
tablishment of liberty, have an interest and value 
as precursors of Christianity, which does not be- 
long to them considered by themselves. Anti- 
slavery, with all its draw-backs of infidelity and 
fanaticism, is to be classed with the turmoils of 
Cromwell’s day, the war of American indepen- 
deuce, the French revolution, and the stormy 
reign of Napoleon, as a needful agent in the 
work of loosing the world from its old bondage ; 
and though its chief element is the ‘ wrath of 
man,’ we may be sure that God will ‘ make it 
praise him, and the remainder he will restrain.’ 
—-{ Reprint. 





Noan’s ARK AND THE STEAMER ATLAN- 
ric.—The dimensions of the ark, as stated in 
the Bible, are as follows: Length, 300 cubits ; 
(500 feet;) breadth, 50 cubits; (80 feet ;) 
height, 30 eubits ; (50 feet.) Compare with 
this the size of the Steamer Atlantic, one of 
the largest in the world—‘ 284 ft. in leagth, 
and 45 ft. breadth of beam.’ The tonnage of 
Noal’s ark would be 4,500 tons ; while that of 
the Atlantic is 2,845. 


Lanevuace or tue Law.—If a man would 
according to law, give to another an orange, in- 
stead of saying, ‘‘ I give to you that orange,” 
which one would think would be what is called 
in legal phraseology, ‘‘ an absolute conveyance 
of all right and title therein,” the phrase would 
run thus:—‘ T give you all and singular my es- 
tate and interest, right, title, and claim, and ad- 
vantage of and in that orange, with all its rind, 
skin, juice, pulp and pips, and right and advan- 
tages therein, with full power to bite, cut, suck, 
or otherwise eat the same, or give the same 
away, as fully and effectually as 1, the said A. 
B., am nowinclined to bite, cut, suck, or other- 
wise eat the same orange, or give the same 
away, with or withoutits rind, skin, juice, pulp, 
or pips, anything hereto ‘ore or hereinafter, or in 
any other deed or deeds, instrument or instru- 
ments, of what nature or kind soever, to the 
contrary in anywise notwithstanding; with 
much more to the same effect.”” Such is the 
language of lawyers; and it is gravely held by 
the most learned men among them, that by the 
omission of any of these words, the right to the 
said orange would not pass to the person for 
whose use the same was intended.-Exchange 
Paper. 





Fossiz Everpuant Exnumen.—A highly interest- 
ing discovery of what is termed the ‘ Fossil Elephant,’ 
was made yesterday, on the line of the Central Ohio 
Railroad, on the river bank, near the residence of 
B. Vanhorn, Esq., in the eastern portion of our city . 
The parts exhumed, and the appearance of the gravel 
bank in which this was found, indicate that an en- 
tire ‘ Monster’ of this species has been imbedded in 
this place, the fossiliferous remains of which are in 
a natural and tolerably good state of preservation. 
This is the third of the same species that has been 
discovered in the same bank within a few years past, 
the leading features of each being distinctly marked 
so as to prove that three, at least, of these extinct 
animals left their remains within the boundaries of 
this city. The one found yesterday was in much 
the best condition, and may, when completely ex- 
humed, show almost the entire bones and frame of 
the huge monster, much beyond, perhaps double 
the size of the living Asiatic or African elephant. 
The molar teeth, four in number, all that the species 
possess, were found in the jaws sound and unbroken, 
and two weigh twenty pounds each, and two fourteen 
pounds each. The tusks were not in as good con- 
dition, one only being sound enough to bear moving. 
This one, eight feet in length, measured at its base 
26 1-2 inches in circumference, and at the point, 
eight feet distant, where it is broken off, 16 1-2 inch- 
es in circumference, the whole length of which was 
probably twelve feet or more. We learn that it is 
intended to postpone the exhumation of the other 
portion of the remains for a day or two, in anticipa- 
tion of the arrival of our old townsman, John W. 
Foster, Esq., United States Geologist, from Lake Su- 
perior, who has advised a friend here of a visit in 
that time, when we will probably be furnished with 
a scientific report and full details of this interest- 
ing discovery. It was discovered by Messrs. Tuom- 
as 8. Senewrck and Ausert Seavipine, from whom 
we have learned, since the above was written, that 
the tusk was broken off at its point by the laborers 
while grading the rail road a short time since, with - 
out being aware of its nature or value. The tusk 
has been deposited with Mr. A.C. Koss, and the 
teeth with Mr. J. J. Ross, where an inspection will 
give some idea of the kind of animals that were 
roaming over the ‘ wild woods of America’ in ante- 
diluvian times.—Zanesville Courier. 
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Letters Received. 
J. Lowry; P. W. Marsh; C. Rondthaler; E. G. 
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